


Blackioot Watershed

Montana River Basins
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Blackfpot Water Rights
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Hlstory ofi the Blackioot Drought

Concerns about enforcement of Murphy
Rights--Dissatistaction.with past
enforcement W
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Drought Response Goals

S Aid in the equitable ¢ 1str1but1on
- of water resources during low
flow péﬂ@ds

b e R

= Minimize adverse 1mpacts of
drought on flsherles !
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Western Water
Project, NCAT
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Blacktoot Drought Committee.
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§ ‘Work Wlth all Water users

| Monitor prec1p and snowpack Condltlons
| '.'Prowde*PUbhc W1th Updates’ e o e
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during low flow years =—
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January = April

SEhiccommitice Mectsmonthlystommenitor
“Snow.pacle precipitation, and other drought
indicators’

Letter tosplamsparticipants with conditions
update
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/ 7 Momtormg Drought Conditions
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a NRCS Stream Flow Outf&)k

= [ncreased public outreach and awareness



- Letters to Water users
% confirm participation

u [ncreased monitoring of stream flows and
water temperatures N —

« Contact water users to implément plan
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Stream flows and temperature trigger specific

& Stream temperatures aie monit
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Results

Average of 70
IETIgALOLS
PALtICIPALING

an average ot 60 ctis of

In-Stream Hows
maintained

Average of 8
commercial OuEHtters
[PALGICIPALING
Reduction in angling
pressure during

drought
Miore engaged Public
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. Press Releases

Telev1smn

Non/tradltlonal part1e1pants
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Ierigation scheduing based upon water supply.
“Iprigation water conservation.© = T <
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You can help &

lips for Anglers

& Limit fishing to the morning hours (dawn to £ Use heavier tippets, land and release all fish
noon) and avoid bull trout spawning streams. quickly.

L Seek out waters less affected by low flows - £ Do not take fish out of the water, release
lakes, spring creeks and lailwater rivers where them in calm waler near cover.

< : bl ol L Abide by all special drought regulations put
Use bartless hooks, avold lures, largs forth by Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks.
streamers and large nymphs that are likely
to hook bull trout.

Five consecutive years of drought hawe taken a toll on the Blackfoot fisheries. Fish populations are
showing signs of sustained drought stress. Recent surveys indicate that the lower Blackfool River has
experienced a 25% decline in total trout numbers, while the middle Blackfoot River (below the Marth
Fork) has seen a 50% decline. Rainbow and bull trout have been particularly hard hit. Please abide
by these angler tips to help protect fisheries during this critical drought period.

ror more informaton Loniaci:




2} Blackfoot Challenge: 2006 Drought Information - Microsoft Internet Explorer

File Edt ‘iew Favorites Tools Help '."l'
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Better Cormmmunities Through Coop

Cormmittess and Prejacts > Drought & Water Consarvation > 2006 Drought Information

2006 Drought Information

E Vigw for Print » BZ) Ernail this article

Introduction to Drought
Below are links to various websites and information from the Drought and Water Conservation Committee that can help you prepare
o i T s e for and respond to drought, For more information on our efforts, see Drought & Water Consarvation Caommittes,

Committee

Drought , Water Thank you for your interest in the Blackfoot Challenge's drought efforts!
Conservation &
Recreation Committee

Habitat & Watar Quality
Restoration Committee

Drought Committee Updates:

Blackfoot Basin Water Supply Updates:

e _th » Water Supply Report - April 2006
ForestEnkamtiec SRT1 e Water Supply Report - March 2006
Lawis & Clarde Committes e Water Supply Report - February 2006

Monitoring Drought Conditions in the Blackfoot:

%

v ,r 11,
» -, Current streamflow conditions listed by gauge station. Five gauge stations are located in the Blackfoot: Blackfoot
Copyright 2008 River near Bonner, North Fork Blackfoot River near Ovando, Blackfoot River above Nevada Creek, Nevada Creek
SARIASoct Challenge above reservoir and Nevada Creek at the mouth., USGS Real-Time Data for Mantana Streamflow

Monitoring Streamflow:

5 monthly Water Supply Outlook Reports and the Low Flow forecast data. NRCS Watet Supply & Reservoir
Storage
Monitoring Precipitation:

Snow and precipitation data (both site and basin wide) for the current water year., NECS Snow Survey Program

£] © Internet

B inbos - Miero, . B Drought Pow.. B LIFELINE - En.. 2} CNN.corn - Bu,.. : foot Cha.., | B FullShotss




Habltat restoratlon 6 in-stream flow water leases
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. :FA‘JJQFQB I'lat€ 1rr1gat10n system conversions

ights and utilizing “water banks”




= 13 soil moisture monitors operatmg in the
Blackfoot |

= [rrigation seminar on plvot mamtenance in
2006 ; !

= Energy audits andcmp prodgction

i’




Ve proc:e 5

nAltematwe tO.I

»

- %&{?Cafédw{o}w CCrs At vy

.

sel2roactive "

s Shared"sacrifice

L
etis




__Questions




